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to the rank of Cardinal-Bishop of Albano, one of the seven
sub-urban sees. He continued to hold the Vicechancellor-
ship; and, in this capacity, he built for himself in Rome
a palace on Banchi Vecchi, which, even in that sumptuous
epoch, excited extravagant admiration. A little less than
a third of it is now the huge Palazzo Sforza-Cesarini on
Piazza Sforza-Cesarina, nearly opposite to the Oratory,
called Chiesa Nuova. Since the unification of Italy in 1870,
.a new wide street (Corso Vittoremanuele) has been driven
through the city, necessitating the demolition of more than
two-thirds of Cardinal Rodrigo's building, and the con-
struction of an undistinguished modern facade on the mod-
ern street: but the remaining courts, whose frontage is still
on Banchi Vecchi, are more or less in statu quo. The history
of the passing of this palace into the hands of Sforza-
Cesarini belongs to a later page.
On the twenty-third of December, 1471, Cardinal Ro-
drigo was sent as Legate a latere to Spain, to preach a new
Crusade against the Muslim Infidel.- It- is a curious thing
chat while he was unpopular in Italy on account of his
Spanish origin, he was unpopular also in Spain where they
considered him an Italian; a most ridiculous Confusion,
for Don Rodrigo de Lanqol y Borja was a pure Spaniard
by birth, descent, aspect, character, tastes, and habit, and so
continued until his life's end, in no way influenced or modi-
fied by his long residence in Italy. During his absence, the
Lord Xystus P.P. IV built the Xystine Chapel of the Vati-
can ; and called to Rome, from the gardens at Florence of
Lorenzo de' Medici his patron, the vivacious and bizarre
Messer Alessandro Filipepi (nicknamed Botticelli), won-
drous pupil of Fra Lippo Lippi, of Masaccio, of Beato Gio-
vangelico da Fiesole, to decorate its walls with frescoes in
tempera, the colours of which are mixed with the yelks of
country-laid eggs for the deeper tints, and of town-laid eggs
for the paler tints, according to the rules of Messer Cen-